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Kingdom issued “Prosperity With-
out Growth?,” which Daly said is 
the first government statement to 
take the question seriously.

No such work exists for the Bay 
region or the United States as a 
whole. 

Horton also suggests build-out 
analyses on the local level, to show 
how current growth rates would 
impact schools, roads, budgets and 
overall quality of life. 

Without changing course, popu-
lation growth and development 
will ultimately overwhelm the best 
attempts to reduce pollution in the 
Bay from other sources. 

But is it possible to challenge 
the basic concept of growth and its 
deep ties to U.S. culture? “In the 
past, that kind of debates has been 
considered taboo,” Batiuk said. 
“But it’s one we need to have.”

Economists say that transition-
ing to a steady-state would take 
decades. A sudden switch would be 
disastrous—both unwise and un-
necessary.

It begins, Daly said, with a dif-
ferent vision of the world, one in 
which the human economy is part 
of the global ecosystem and “shar-
ing” is a live concept. It also means 

respecting boundaries. Daly cites 
the “cap-and-trade” systems for 
pollution management, and the idea 
of a carbon tax, as small inroads.

Boesch thinks that ideas like 
these, driven by the need to re-
duce global warming, are making 
the concept of sustainability more 
mainstream. Governments might 
take action on global warming that 
will in turn change our approach to 
growth.

“We can think growth as the 
refinement and improvement of 
our society and our lives,” Boesch 
said. “If we can have the debate 
on that, and get people thinking of 
growth in those terms, it changes 
the equation. But it takes a different 
mind-set of how we view and value 
growth.”

After more than two decades, the 
Chesapeake region’s Pogo prob-
lem remains unsolved. If it doesn’t 
finally seize this challenge, Horton 
predicts that growth will kill our 
collective quality of life and take 
the Bay down with it.

“I think there are plenty of 
economists out there who can tell 
you that growth is not the answer 
to poverty, it’s not the answer to 
affordable housing, and it’s not the 
answer to environmental prob-
lems,” Horton said. “So let’s ana-
lyze whether growth is good or not 
and try to envision our lives with-
out growth as the prime directive.” 

“Growing! Growing! Gone! The 
Chesapeake Bay and the Myth of 
Endless Growth” (August 2008) 
is available online from the Abell 
Foundation at www.abell.org, un-
der the Publications/Library Link. 
Printed copies are available by 
contacting Wanda Gresham at 410-
547-1300 or gresham@abell.org.

Growth from page 3
“Americans are 

about a twentieth 
of the world’s population. 

Yet we consume 
a quarter or more 

of the world’s natural resources, 
and generate 

similarly disproportionate 
amounts of pollution. 

Daily, with our large appetites for 
fossil fuels, we burn 

about the same number 
of calories–186,000– 

as a mature sperm whale”

— Donald Boesch
President, University of Maryland 
Center for Environmental Science


